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How Digital is Transforming the
Lives of Young People in Small Island
Developing States

Young people represent a sizeable and vital population in Small Island Devel-
oping States (SIDS). For them, digital technologies are more than just tools;
they are gateways to new horizons. Digital is creating fresh opportunities,
opening doors to unconventional careers, and redefining how knowledge is
acquired and shared. Young people are using digital to start new business-
es, explore new opportunities, learn new knowledge and skills, and to build
global connections. However, young people are also cautious about digital
— and they recognise risks and issues posed by digital channels, tools, and

technologies.

‘How Digital is Transforming the Lives of Young People in SIDS’ explores these
opportunities and challenges by hearing from young people — in their own
words. Through a bespoke survey chatbot, running on messaging platforms
most used by young people living in SIDS, more than 5,000 respondents
from over 30 countries discuss how they’re using digital to transform their
lives and livelihoods. And the barriers and challenges that they are facing on
their digital journeys. Young people in SIDS are increasingly becoming digital
advocates, ambassadors, and leaders. From a growing community of female
data scientists in the Maldives, to educators lowering the barriers to the
Fourth Industrial Revolution in Timor-Leste, and how young people are using
approaches such as gamification to improve financial literacy amongst their

peers in Trinidad and Tobago. The digital future in SIDS is only just beginning.

Source:

UNDP (2024). How Digital is Transforming the Lives of Young People in Small Island De-
veloping States. [online] UNDP. Available at: https://www.undp.org/publications/how-digi-
tal-transforming-lives-young-people-small-island-developing-states.
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TOTAL POPULATION OF SMALL ISLAND DEVELOPING STATES
by age-range (UN World Population Prospects, 2021 estimates)
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UNDP (2024). How Digital is Transforming the Lives of Young People in Small Island Developing States. [online] UNDP.
Available at: https://www.undp.org/publications/how-digital-transforming-lives-young-people-small-island-developing-states.




YOUNG PEOPLE ARE OVERWHELMINGLY POSITIVE ABOUT DIGITAL

Many young people in SIDS have grown up with digital
technologies being present if not always accessible.
These ‘digital natives’ are keen to explore digital’s
potential and recognize it as key for their success.
Digital can help them to become creators, innovators,
entrepreneurs, community leaders, friends and civic
participants. It has the potential to transform their lives.

Survey respondents generally took a positive attitude
towards technology, with over 80 percent perceiving
it as a tool that positively impacts their daily lives. As
illustrated by the infographic, just over half (51 percent)

YOUNG PEOPLE WERE ASKED:

of total respondents used the strongest positive
indicator to describe their relationship with digital.
Those who self-reported higher levels of digital skills
were more positive about digital; and respondents
from the Caribbean were especially positive.
Marginally, more women than men rated digital as
having a positive impact on their life (83 percent of
women compared to 78 percent of men). Broader
UNDP research reaffirms these findings, with a more
focused digital public survey across several SIDS
undertaking ‘Digital Readiness Assessments’™ reported
that many populations in these States embrace the
potential of technology.

‘WHAT EMOJI BEST DESCRIBES HOW DIGITAL TECHNoLoGIES IMPACT YOuR LIFE2 @ @ © © ®r

%

of respondents think

digital positively
impacts their lives
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UNDP (2024). How Digital is Transforming the Lives of Young People in Small Island Developing States. [online] UNDP.
Available at: https://www.undp.org/publications/how-digital-transforming-lives-young-people-small-island-developing-states.
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