
Securing the Past, Shaping the Future  

January 2024 

 
  

 
 

  

  
 

  

 
 
 
 



 

 
Strategic Overview     page  1 

 
Table of Contents 
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS................................................................................................................................... 1 

1 INTRODUCTION ...................................................................................................... 5 

2 PROJECT 1: PROTOTYPING THE DIGITAL PRESERVATION SYSTEM AND 

DEVELOPING RECORDS MANAGEMENT AND DIGITAL PRESERVATION POLICIES 

(AS PHASE 2 OF THE DIGITAL PRESERVATION PLAN) ................................................ 6 

2.1 CHARTING THE COURSE WITH DIGITAL PRESERVATION POLICIES ....................................................... 7 

2.2 IMPLEMENTATION HURDLES: CHALLENGES IN PROTOTYPING AND POLICY FORMULATION ................ 8 

2.2.1 Running a Prototype of Digital Preservation System ........................................................ 9 

2.2.2 Formulating Records Management and Digital Preservation Policies ............................ 9 

2.3 EXPECTED OUTCOMES AND LONG-TERM BENEFITS .......................................................................... 10 

3 PROJECT 2: PRESERVING AND CONSERVING ARCHIVAL TREASURES AND 

GUARDING HISTORY .................................................................................................... 11 

3.1 PHYSICAL PRESERVATION: PROTECTING THE MALDIVIAN HISTORY BEYOND THE DIGITAL REALM ... 12 

3.2 STRENGTHENING PRESERVATION CAPACITY: RESOURCES FOR TOOLS AND TRAINING ....................... 13 

3.3 BALANCING PROTECTION AND ACCESSIBILITY: MAKING MALDIVIAN HISTORY ACCESSIBLE TO ALL .. 13 

3.4 CHALLENGES IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF DOCUMENT PRESERVATION STRATEGIES ....................... 14 

3.5 EXPECTED OUTCOMES AND LONG-TERM BENEFITS: ......................................................................... 14 

4 CONCLUSION .........................................................................................................15 

5 REFERENCES ........................................................................................................ 16 

 

 

Table of Figures 
 
FIGURE 1: DPP PROJECT TIMELINE (2022 ONWARD): ....................................................................... 8 

FIGURE 2: A SIMPLE PRESERVATION LAB SETUP. ............................................................................ 12 

 

  
  

file:///C:/Users/Asim/Desktop/NAM's%20Strategic%20Development%20Plan%20(3%20to%205%20years)/NAM%202024%20-%20Phase%202%20-%20Prototyping%20and%20developing%20RMDP%20policies%208.docx%23_Toc156481460
file:///C:/Users/Asim/Desktop/NAM's%20Strategic%20Development%20Plan%20(3%20to%205%20years)/NAM%202024%20-%20Phase%202%20-%20Prototyping%20and%20developing%20RMDP%20policies%208.docx%23_Toc156481461


     

 

 

Strategic Overview     page  2 

FROM THE 

DIRECTOR-GENERAL 
  
 

The purpose of the National Archives of Maldives (NAM) is to provide leadership in 
the best practice management of official records and documents, ensuring that the 
nation’s information of enduring significance is secured, preserved, and made 
available to various government agencies, researchers, and citizens. NAM intends 
to contribute to and collaborate with other national institutions identified in the 
National Archives Act (16/2011) to preserve the state’s documents, create interest, 
and promote access to resources at NAM. The NAM has an additional responsibility 
to implement state-of-the-art methods for preserving both physical and digital 
documents. 

 
We aim to achieve these goals with the guidance provided by Phase 1 of the Digital Preservation Project 
(DPP) conducted during the last two years and by implementing strategies outlined in the two major 
projects discussed in this overview. To fulfill the mandated objectives set out in the Archives Act, enabling 
the protection and preservation of the state’s official documents in a usable manner for as long as 
necessary, we have entered a challenging period of change. This involves building capacity, embracing 
technological advancements, and upskilling NAM staff. We are setting out projects to enable and secure 
our ability to care for and manage documents, both physically and digitally, while expanding the scope of 
service delivery. Over the last two years, NAM has collaborated with a renowned international consultant 
in digital preservation to enhance capacity in digital technology, establishing a pathway for the 
preservation of digital records and facilitating access to them.  
 
The funds allocated for the two key projects identified in this overview will enable NAM to build critical 
capacities to address backlogs in preservation and invest in creating a treatment lab for maintaining 
documents that are over a hundred years old but rapidly deteriorating due to poor maintenance and 
treatment. This year, NAM seeks to create new opportunities for engagement, collaboration, and 
learning with government agencies, researchers, and other stakeholders. Other priorities include 
updating legislation, building capacity to preserve digital materials, digitizing and preserving at-risk 
permanent collections at NAM, recruiting skilled staff, enhancing current staff capabilities, and utilizing 
records management practices and digital technologies to assist government agencies in better managing 
information and data. 
 
Since commencing my tenure as the Director-General in October 2019, I have been working with staff 
who are passionate about their work but have faced challenging times due to the lack of critical resources 
and capacity at NAM to uphold the responsibilities entrusted by the law. My focus over the last four 
years has not changed. In the coming years, I will concentrate on developing critical organizational 
resources, establishing a support structure, communicating shared goals among stakeholders, and giving 
special attention to legislative mandates. This strategic overview for 2024 outlines how NAM will deliver 
against its strategic priorities over the next three years. 
 
 
 
 
 
Mohamed Amir Ahmed  
Director-General  
National Archives of Maldives   
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ABOUT 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
OF MALDIVES 
  

 
Purpose  

Driven by the aspirations of the National Archives Act, we embark on the crucial 
journey of meticulously preserving and managing a comprehensive record of the 
Maldivian state, encompassing official documents, photos, charts, and historical 
records. Recognizing the vital role entrusted to us and the challenges of limited 
resources, we actively pursue efficient systems and innovative approaches to unlock 
the transformative power of this heritage for researchers, scholars, and every 
citizen, solidifying the foundations of Maldivian identity for generations to come. 

 

 
Vision  

We will witness an established rich Maldivian culture in the nation and will have 
permanently preserved all valuable written documents. 

 

 
Mission  

We manage and preserve written records and other forms of writings, tables, charts, 
photos, audio and videos that have enduring (archival) value in the light of 
international best practices and ensure that this rich collection of materials is made 
accessible to whoever is interested. 

 
 

Values  

Ardent patriotism 

We approach our work with a deep love for the Maldives, striving to preserve its 
documentary heritage for future generations. 

 
Honesty 

We uphold the highest ethical standards, ensuring the integrity and authenticity of 
our archival collections. 

 
Responsibility 

We diligently safeguard the nation's entrusted history, recognizing the weight of our 
duty to future generations. 

 
Wisdom 

We apply knowledge and expertise to make informed decisions, ensuring the long-
term preservation and accessibility of our archival treasures. 
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Professional competence 
We adhere to international best practices, maintaining a skilled and capable 
workforce dedicated to archival excellence. 

 

High quality 
We strive for excellence in all aspects of our work, ensuring the preservation of 
Maldivian heritage to the highest standards. 

 
 
Easy going and Undemanding 
We welcome all researchers and citizens with open arms, fostering a welcoming and 
inclusive environment for exploring Maldivian history. 

 
 
Collaboration  
We prioritize a collaborative and supportive workspace, fostering a culture of 
knowledge sharing and professional growth. 
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1 Introduction  
  
 
This paper is directed towards the President's Office, the Ministry of Youth Empowerment, 

Information, and Arts, and any other stakeholders who can contribute to and facilitate the success of 

the National Archives of Maldives’ (NAM) projects planned for 2024. The primary purpose is to 

secure support, approval, and collaboration from these key entities. We anticipate assistance from 

various government ministries as needed, fostering a collaborative environment to ensure the 

successful execution of NAM's strategic initiatives. 

 

The practice of archiving in the Maldives dates back to 1100 A.D., reflecting a longstanding tradition 

of preserving historical records. Official government document archiving commenced in 1942, 

marking a significant milestone in institutionalizing this practice. The National Archives of Maldives 

(NAM) emerged as a pivotal entity in this context, established as a public independent organization 

under the National Archives Act (16/2011) on 19 December 2012. NAM holds a distinctive role, 

primarily entrusted with the maintenance and preservation of the state's official documents, 

photographs, charts, records, and information. The National Archives Act delineates its 

responsibilities and sets the framework for its operations. As an independent legal entity, NAM 

operates under a separate seal, ensuring a degree of autonomy in carrying out its archival functions. 

 

NAM serves as a vital repository, safeguarding the nation's collective memory within its walls. These 

irreplaceable documents are more than mere archival entries; they are essential archival resources 

demanding safeguarding to illuminate past endeavours, the adaptability of communities, and the 

interwoven tapestry of Maldivian cultural heritage. However, in the face of an increasingly digital 

world, ensuring the enduring accessibility and integrity of these irreplaceable archival materials 

requires proactive and innovative solutions. Therefore, NAM intends to pursue two critical initiatives 

for 2024, designed to not only preserve these precious historical gems but also empower its role as 

the custodian of Maldivian documentary heritage. 
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2 Project 1: Prototyping the Digital 
Preservation System and Developing Records 
Management and Digital Preservation 
Policies (as Phase 2 of the Digital 
Preservation Project) 

 
The initial phase (Phase 1) of the Digital Preservation Project (DPP) involved submitting two reports. 

The project commenced by conducting a nationwide survey to outline the requirements for the 

digital preservation system (Phase A1) tailored to the NAM. Subsequently, the second part of the 

project focused on identifying the detailed specifications for the digital preservation system (Phase 

A2). This comprehensive effort spanned from the agreement signing on 6th December 2022 and 

successfully concluded on 30th June 2023, marked by the submission of the final report by the 

international consultant, Giaretta Associates, Pte, Ltd (UK). 

 

Building upon the successes of Phase 1, Phase 2 will focus on securing the future of our archival 

materials through the creation of a secure and scalable digital preservation system. To ensure the 

enduring accessibility and integrity of Maldivian archival records, Phase 2 will focus on the 

establishment of a state-of-the-art digital preservation system. This system will be developed 

through a multi-stage process, beginning with the creation of a carefully crafted prototype. 

Leveraging best practices and relevant frameworks like APARSEN (2014), this prototype will 

rigorously assess existing digital assets and identify optimal tools and technologies. Fulfilling the 

vision outlined in President Dr. Muizzu's 2023-2028 manifesto, the resulting scalable system will 

prioritize secure storage, integration with current infrastructure, and user-friendly access 

mechanisms, minimizing roadblocks for users and future generations. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Establishing a Digital National Archive by law and 
ensuring that all government communications are 
archived diligently and comprehensively. 

 
Dhiveheenge Raahje, Manifesto 2023 – 2028 
(Chapter 13, 13.13, Governance and Administration) 
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Project 1: Phase 2 of the Digital Preservation Project (DPP) aims to establish a state-of-the-art digital 
preservation system through the following key tasks: 
 

• Prototype and install archival and records management system at NAM 
o Prototype various software configurations to ensure conformance to requirements. 
o Pilot records management and preservation implementations. 
o Develop preservation plans and procedures for running the archive. 
o Set up and configure the selected implementation. 
o Conduct training sessions for NAM staff. 
o Identify additional software, if needed, to support staff. 
o Establish relationships for value-added services. 
o Ingest records and other information into the archive. 

 

• Lay the foundations of records management in Maldives 
o Define which records are considered archive-worthy and create accession 

procedures. 
o Identify discrepancies, if any, between the Archive Act and other laws. 
o Develop a records schedule for all government agencies selected. 
o Create records management procedures that align with the schedule. 
o Pilot and implement the above initiatives with one mutually agreed-upon agency. 

 

 

2.1 Charting the Course with Digital Preservation 
Policies  

To ensure efficient organization and retrieval of digital records, Phase 2 will prioritize the 
development of a comprehensive data map, robust metadata standards and policies. This 
framework goes beyond mere data loss prevention in the digital realm. It actively ensures long-term 
preservation and accessibility of archival materials by adhering to recognized international 
standards. 
 
Its design aligns with the robust OAIS reference model (CCSDS 650.0-P-2.1:2020), the blueprint of 
the widely adopted ISO 14721:2012 standard. Additionally, potential compliance with ISO 16363 
allows for rigorous audits and certification. This dual alignment promotes interoperability and 
ensures the archive's compatibility with a wide range of systems enabling a rigorous assessment of 
the archive's ability to guarantee the authenticity, integrity, and long-term usability of its holdings, 
further solidifying its value for future generations (Digital Preservation Coalition, 2023). 
 
In essence, this framework not only prevents archival materials from disappearing in the digital age, 
but also actively positions them for enduring accessibility and utilization, aligned with the principles 
of the UNESCO Memory of the World Programme (UNESCO, 2023). 
 
In the vast digital landscape, safeguarding Maldivian history demands unwavering vigilance. Secure 
storage protocols, rigorous access controls, and meticulous disaster recovery plans will stand as a 
barrier against the threat of data loss or corruption. Recognizing the invaluable role of custodians, 
NAM will invest in extensive staff training, equipping its personnel with the expertise and skills to 
navigate the complex landscape of digital preservation. To ensure the enduring accessibility and 
integrity of these precious records, comprehensive policies will be crafted, drawing upon Maldivian 
legal frameworks, and established international best practices. These policies will chart a clear 
course for managing records, dictating record lifecycles, access procedures, retention schedules, and 
secure disposal methods. By fostering compliance, accountability, and transparency, these policies 
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will pave the way for Maldivian history's safe passage through the digital era, ensuring its vibrant 
tapestry continues to inspire and enrich generations to come. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

Highlighting key milestones—DPP Phase 1, rigorous archival ERM 

prototyping, formulation of relevant policies, comprehensive 

digitization initiatives, training, human resource development, and 

strategic maintenance of support systems and budget. These steps 

contribute to shaping a robust and modern functional archive.  

Figure 1: DPP project timeline (2022 onward):  
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The Digital Preservation 

Project (DPP) initiated with 

Phase 1, involving a 
nationwide survey for NAM's 

digital preservation system. 

Subsequently, Phase 2 
focused on specifying system 

details. 

Set to launch in 2024, this 

step pilots an ERM system 

aligning with the OAIS 
reference model (ISO 14721) 

with a government partner. It 

includes the trial ingestion of 
data from the selected 

organization into the archive.

NAM needs foundational 

records policies for archive-

worthy records, accession, 
legal compliance, and 

alignment with the records 

schedule. Policies should 
meet ISO 16363 metrics and 

GARP level 3, advancing 
certification as a trustworthy 

digital repository.

A tested and functional 

archival ERM should enable 

NAM to start digitization of 
permanent and other 

valuable records. Digitization 

should will follow the 
practice, guidance and 

technical specification from 
ISO 13028:2010 standard. 

A functional national digital 

archive needs robust 

infrastructure, standards 
compliance, preservation 

plans, legal adherence, a 

user-friendly interface, 
regular assessments, and 

sustainable financial 
strategies.
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1 Apr
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2.2 Implementation Hurdles: Challenges in 
Prototyping and Policy Formulation 

 

2.2.1 Running a Prototype of Digital Preservation System 

Implementing a digital preservation system is a multifaceted challenge, particularly in running a 
prototype. This intricate process involves a holistic assessment of existing digital assets for a selected 
government institution, demanding a meticulous definition of the preservation system's scope, 
careful selection of tools and technologies, and the creation of a detailed data map. Establishing 
metadata standards, ensuring robust security measures, and providing comprehensive staff training 
are crucial components. The challenge intensifies due to the lack of prior knowledge in digital 
preservation at NAM. The sustainability of the project hinges on a strategic approach, necessitating 
the upskilling of the existing staff, potential recruitment efforts, and collaboration with local 
consultants, especially those versed in software development solutions. 

 

2.2.2 Formulating Records Management and Digital 
Preservation Policies  

The formulation of robust records management and digital preservation policies adds another layer 
of complexity. The process will be initiated by aligning with legal frameworks and articulating clear 
objectives for both records management and digital preservation. Defining the complete lifecycle of 
records, establishing policies for access and retrieval, and specifying metadata creation and 
maintenance standards demand a nuanced understanding. Policies must comprehensively address 
digital format standards, retention schedules, and procedures for secure disposal, incorporating 
robust audit mechanisms to ensure compliance with Maldivian legal requirements and align with 
OAIS reference model (ISO 14721) and ISO 16363:2012 certifiability for trustworthy digital 
repositories. 

Periodic reviews are imperative to adapt policies to evolving technological and legal landscapes. 
Balancing these intricacies presents a considerable challenge, underscoring the need for meticulous 
planning and expertise in legal and archival domains. 
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2.3 Expected Outcomes and Long-Term Benefits 

Establishing a robust digital foundation for Maldivian history unlocks significant advantages, 
ensuring its enduring legacy for future generations while fostering broader engagement and 
understanding among the present citizenries. 
 

▪ Enhanced protection and accessibility: Digital preservation safeguards records from physical 
damage and natural disasters, ensuring long-term availability. Online platforms and digital 
repositories grant wider access, fostering citizen engagement and ownership of their 
heritage (APARSEN, 2014). 
 

▪ Increased efficiency and cost savings: Replacing physical storage with digital archives 
streamlines operations, reduces costly space requirements, and minimizes long-term 
preservation costs (Canadian Council of Archives, 2023). These savings can be redirected 
towards enhancing accessibility and outreach initiatives which is mandated in the National 
Archives Act (16/2011). 

 
▪ Empowered citizenry and stronger national identity: In line with President Dr. Muizzu's 2023-

2028 manifesto pledge to bolster national identity and celebrate Maldivian culture, the 
current government is placing great emphasis on cultivating cultural understanding and 
awareness among its citizens. This commitment will resonate strongly with the availability of 
online historical resources. Empowering citizens to connect with their heritage through 
these accessible platforms fosters both cultural understanding and a stronger sense of 
national identity (National Digital Stewardship Alliance, 2023). It is, therefore, increasingly 
important to prioritize the preservation of our documentary cultural heritage. By 
safeguarding our stories, traditions, and documents, we ensure that future generations of 
Maldives can connect with their roots and contribute to a strong sense of national identity. 
 

▪ Sustainable legacy for Maldivian history: The Maldives holds deep and complex historical 
roots, intertwined with the daily life of its islanders. Preserving this irreplaceable cultural 
heritage for future generations requires robust digital strategies to ensure long-term 
accessibility and mitigate the risk of information loss. This effort will not only secure old 
documents but also safeguard the critical national documents of our present (National 
Digital Stewardship Alliance, 2023).  
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3 Project 2: Preserving and Conserving 

Archival Documents 
 
 
For the National Archives of the Maldives (NAM), housing over a hundred thousand records, the 
significance of proper preservation and conservation cannot be overstated. Some of the at-risk 
materials include very old manuscripts, charts, photographs, VHS tapes, CDs, and diskettes. Some of 
the documents in our ancient collection hold records that are over six centuries old. These records 
chronicle significant events in the history of the Maldives. Furthermore, for many of these record 
groups, these documents represent the only existing copies. Defined by the National Archives Act 
(16/2011), these collections, while valuable, are also extremely vulnerable and are recognized for 
their archival value. However, the value of these old documents and materials could be 
compromised due to the deterioration of the original media. Unless they undergo proper document 
treatment or preservation and are transferred to more resilient digital formats, their historical 
significance could be lost. 
 
These irreplaceable materials currently reside in a rolling filing system within the records room of 
the National Museum Building. Underpinning its very purpose, NAM understands how important it is 
to use strong conservation and preservation strategies while closely following best practices and 
established standards. These documents cannot be preserved for future generations, guaranteeing 
their continued worth for research and cultural enrichment, unless painstaking measures are taken 
to combat both internal and external factors leading to degradation. 
 
To establish a conservation and preservation unit at NAM, the following tasks are expected to be 
carried out: 
 

▪ Space allocation and setup 
o Identify and allocate dedicated space within the NAM for the preservation and 

conservation unit. 
o Establish an efficient layout to accommodate various preservation activities and 

equipment. 
▪ Staff training. 

o Train NAM staff involved in preservation activities. 
o Conduct specialized training on preservation techniques, handling delicate materials, 

and utilizing preservation tools and technologies. 
▪ Machinery and equipment acquisition: 

o Specific equipment required for professional treatment. 
o Necessary tools, and technologies aligned with industry standards for effective 

preservation practices. 

 
 
 

  



     

 

 

Strategic Overview     page  12 

 

 

  

This is a basic layout, suggested by J 

Davies in 1973 but is still a good 

starting point for planning a workshop. 

Improvements might include: providing 

direct access to the materials store from 

the workshop; adding a strong room to 

hold documents awaiting conservation; 

conversion of part of the fumigation 

area into a chemical store and handling 

area and installing freezers instead of a 

fumigation chamber. Documents 

awaiting treatment should still be stored 

separately. 

 

To ensure the optimal functionality of a 

similar lab facility at NAM, it is 

imperative to equip it with essential 

tools for document handling. Given the 

constantly evolving nature of 

preservation technology, the installation 

should be adaptable to changes. 

Furthermore, the treatment lab at NAM 

should consolidate various treatment 

options in one place, ensuring efficiency 

in document conservation. 

Figure 2: A simple preservation lab 
setup. 
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3.1 Physical Preservation: Protecting the 
Maldivian History Beyond the Digital Realm 

Inside the National Archives of the Maldives, not so carefully stored away, are fascinating writings, 
photos and documents from a long time ago. These are not digital files stored in servers, but 
tangible pieces of history crafted in ink and paper. Even though some of the documents, books, and 
important papers have words that are hard to read, and some of the photos are slowly losing their 
colours, the National Archives still takes care of them, albeit with significant limitations due to tight 
resources. Physical deterioration of documents in this way silently threatens irreplaceable historical 
records at the National Archives. Manuscripts face fading ink and brittle parchment, photographs 
lose colour and clarity, and old books crumble with age. This ongoing challenge of physical 
preservation necessitates decisive action to ensure these documents of the past continue to be 
carried forward for generations to come. 

 

3.2 Strengthening Preservation Capacity: 

Resources for Tools and Training 

Therefore, Project 2 takes crucial steps towards safeguarding Maldivian history by establishing a 
dedicated preservation unit within the National Archives. This critical facility will be strategically 
equipped with state-of-the-art tools and technologies, specifically chosen to combat the unique 
challenges of preserving diverse historical materials. Alongside these tools, the project invests in 
comprehensive training programs for NAM personnel, ensuring they possess the specialized 
knowledge and skills required for meticulous conservation and restoration. Through this vital 
combination of resources, the preservation unit will be empowered to rejuvenate faded 
photographs, stabilize delicate manuscripts, and strengthen fragile books and documents, ensuring 
their stories are carried forward for generations to come. In essence, through Project 2, NAM hopes 
to gain the necessary tools to ensure the enduring legacy of Maldivian history, offering future 
generations a window into its richness. 

Establishing such a unit requires more than just space and equipment. It necessitates a dedicated 
team equipped with the knowledge and skills to handle diverse materials and implement best 
practices in preservation. NAM expects to conduct comprehensive training programs for existing and 
the newly recruited staff through its expanding work, drawing upon locals where available and 
international expertise. This investment in human capital will ensure the sustainable operation of 
the unit at NAM and the long-term preservation of Maldivian treasures. 

 

3.3 Balancing Protection and Accessibility: 
Making Maldivian History Accessible to All 

Project 2 is not only about keeping old documents safe. It is also about making Maldivian history 
open to a wider audience in a way that encourages research, education, and public interest. The 
project recognizes that we need to protect fragile materials, but we also need to uphold people's 
right to knowledge (International Council on Archives, 2023). The project will create clear 
instructions for handling and accessing archival materials. It will also pave the way to digitize 
important records, so they are available online while keeping the originals safe. This work will 
hopefully lead to exciting partnerships with schools, researchers, and the public, as we work 
together to share Maldivian history in dynamic ways. 
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The interconnected strategies of this project offer a beacon of hope. We are striving to make sure 
that Maldivian history's legacy extends beyond the walls of NAM. With the help of an internationally 
acclaimed expert, the project will create carefully crafted policies for functional efficiency and to 
ensure the safety of the materials. The goal is to cultivate a rich and accessible tapestry of historical 
understanding while preserving those for future generations. 

 

3.4 Challenges in the Implementation of 

Document Preservation Strategies 

Establishing a preservation and conservation unit at the national archives brings about several 
challenges. While striving to establish this unit over the past ten years, NAM has faced persistent 
obstacles due to insufficient funding and personnel. Securing the necessary technical expertise and 
developing suitable infrastructure, including climate-controlled storage and conservation labs, 
requires a significant investment. This consequentially demands not only a substantial initial 
investment but also ongoing effort and resources to ensure their working condition and 
functionality.  

The diverse nature of rare materials, like manuscripts, photographs, and maps, adds complexity to 
preservation strategies. Balancing legal and ethical considerations, such as copyright compliance and 
public access, presents additional hurdles. Prioritizing materials for preservation, training staff, and 
raising public awareness are essential tasks, along with collaboration with stakeholders. Disaster 
preparedness, risk management, and continuous staff training are crucial for sustained preservation 
efforts. Addressing these challenges successfully necessitates careful planning, engagement with 
stakeholders, and a sustained commitment to safeguarding the Maldivian documentary heritage. 

 

3.5 Expected Outcomes and Long-Term Benefits: 

This meticulous work undertaken in the preservation unit will yield a number of benefits for 
Maldivian history and its people:  

▪ Enhanced preservation: Expert care and treatment prolong the lifespan of documents and 
materials, ensuring their voices continue to resonate for centuries to come (International 
Council on Archives, 2013). 

▪ Improved accessibility: Preserved materials become readily accessible to 
researchers, students, and the public, fostering a deeper understanding of Maldivian history 
and culture (Maniku, H. A., 2010; Hooper-Greenhill, E., 2008). 

▪ Strengthened cultural identity: Protected national archives preserve the country's historical 
narrative and collective memory, solidifying a sense of national identity and cultural pride 
(National Archives of South Africa, 2011; Taylor, P. 2007). 

▪ Research and educational opportunities: Well-preserved archives facilitate academic 
research and historical scholarship, enriching educational resources and contributing to 
knowledge creation (International Council on Archives (ICA) Declaration on Universal Values 
and Principles Regarding Access to and Management of Records, 2012). 

▪ Economic and tourism potential: Preserved archives attract researchers, tourists, and 
cultural enthusiasts, potentially generating revenue through exhibitions, educational 
programs, and research partnerships (Australian National Archives, 2023). 

▪ Global recognition and partnerships: Commitment to preservation boosts international 
reputation and attracts collaborations with other archival institutions, fostering global 
knowledge sharing and best practices (UNESCO Memory of the World Guidelines, 2017). 
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4 Conclusion 

The National Archives of Maldives (NAM) stands at a pivotal moment. These irreplaceable records 
are the very fabric of Maldivian identity, yet they face the twin challenges of digital obsolescence 
and physical deterioration. Recognizing the critical need to safeguard Maldivian history for future 
generations, NAM sets forth these two ambitious initiatives for 2024, not as mere solutions, but as 
long-term investments in its enduring legacy.  
 
Project 1, tackles the digital side of archiving. It envisions a robust digital preservation system, an ark 
safeguarding Maldivian history from the complexities of technological obsolescence. Imagine a 
seamlessly integrated system, ensuring accessibility and engagement for future generations. This, 
alongside comprehensive data maps and robust metadata standards, guarantees a future where 
Maldivian history is not lost in the vast digital ocean (National Digital Stewardship Alliance, 2023). 
 
Project 2, focuses on the treasures within NAM's physical vaults. This project assumes to build a 
dedicated preservation unit, a place where old manuscripts are treated with meticulous care, 
perhaps, photographs protected and restored to their colors.  
 
These projects are not merely endeavors to preserve; they are investments in Maldivian identity and 
cultural prosperity. They will unlock new avenues for research and education, fostering a deeper 
understanding of the nation's heritage and a stronger sense of shared cultural identity (UNESCO, 
2023). Moreover, through innovative collaborations, these projects will have the potential to 
generate sustainable revenue streams, ensuring the continued safeguarding of Maldivian history for 
generations to come (ICCROM, 2023). 
 
By implementing these projects and getting government backing, NAM can go from just storing old 
documents to being a bright leader for learning and understanding Maldivian history. If we are 
creative, work together, and make the most of what we have, these projects can keep our document 
heritage safe for years and years, making sure the stories of the past keep reaching future 
generations. 
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This document, approved for publication by the Director-General and 
senior management of the National Archives of Maldives (NAM), outlines 
the consensus on projected goals for the organization over the next three 
years. The report has been formulated by Ahmed Asim, a consultant at 
NAM. 
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